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From the Renaissance on, sight and hearing have been viewed more and more as the 
noble senses, reminiscent of the divine, unlike the proximal senses, too closely associated 
with animality and sexuality.
The sense of smell was the one most targeted by the Moralists, for they believed that the 
devil hid behind waste, plague vapours, human excrement and the lower body, particularly 
that of the female. Therefore the self-monitoring of such layers of hell, especially by the 
nose (whose form and length were thought to equate with those of the male and female 
sex organs), was the subject of every scholarly discourse, while stenches prevailed in this 
world, especially in large cities such as Paris or Naples. A multiform shaming mechanism 
urged us to reject and to sublimate this strongly animalistic side of humans.
However, eliminating bad odours was not yet on the agenda. In fact, we were treating 
one evil with another, chasing away the plague by using the even more terrible odour of 
a goat, and by protecting body orifices and skin pores with highly fragrant substances. 
Perfumes, often of animal origin (musk), were used to chase away demons, but were also 
viewed as satanic traps. Such ambivalence persisted until the mid-18th century, when 
perfumes—increasingly floral—gained popularity in a more hedonic world. They then 
became part of a sublimation process by producing an olfactive barrier to counteract 
external stenches and body odours.

Robert Muchembled Professor Emeritus at Université de Paris 13 (Paris Sorbonne Cité) 
and Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur, has written over 30 books translated into several 
dozen languages, notably La Société policée. Politique et politesse en France du XVIe au 
XXe siècle (Seuil, 1998); Une histoire du diable, XIIe-XXe siècle (Seuil, 2000), etc.

The growing demonisation, from the Renaissance 
to the Enlightenment, of the least understood 
of our senses—that of smell—elucidates the 
manner in which the Western “Civilisation of 
Manners” has revolutionised our perception of 
the human body, culminating today in a powerful 
self-discipline primarily characterised by our 
societies’ deodorisation.

The Civilisation of Odours (16th to 18th centuries)

> History
   
190 pages
October 2017

Robert Muchembled
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The Orient Express: a Mythic Illusion

> History
   
656 pages
October 2017     

Blanche El Gammal

How and why the Orient Express—this industrial 
dream salvaged and spotlighted by literature—
has proved to be a convoy of illusions.

This essay takes the opposite view of the one upheld by popular beliefs about the Orient 
Express. It reconsiders the way in which the train has been described, perceived and 
imagined, and endeavours to measure the gap between the commonly accepted ideas 
and what transpires from a very diverse body of texts examined along three lines of 
thought: featured itineraries, debates on the train and its passengers, literary accounts, 
and the recurrent themes associated with the train. 
The aim is to show how the Orient Express—a dream programmed by highly effective 
publicity campaigns and created by powerful geographic, historic and literary fantasy—
has failed to fully convince not only the passengers, but also writers and readers.

Blanche El Gammal holds an agrégation in Classical Literature and a PhD in Compa-
rative Literature from Université de Strasbourg and Université de Bruxelles (2016). Her 
specialty is Cultural and Literary Exchanges of Mitteleuropa. She participated in the exhi-
bition “Il était une fois l’Orient-Express,” sponsored by the Arab World Institute in 2014.
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Foreword by Erik Orsenna

Considered to be one of the four prized possessions of the traditional Chinese scholar, 
along with a brush, ink and ink stone, paper conquered the whole world from its origins 
in China. This history of paper through texts allows us to discover all of its forms of 
production, from untreated paper to the most lavishly decorative examples, including 
banknotes and ritual paper money, clothing, and even recreational replicas.

Jean-Pierre Drège Director of Graduate Studies at École pratique des hautes études, 
was a member, and then Director, of École française d’Extrême-Orient. A historian of 
Chinese books, his work has focused on the history of manuscripts (notably those disco-
vered in Dunhuang), and on the first printed books, up to the 12th century. One of his 
several published works is Les bibliothèques en Chine au temps des manuscrits (up to 
the 10th century). For the last several years, he has been exploring the history of travel.

Paper in Imperial China: Origins, Production and 
Uses

> History
   
CCX + 462 pages
April 2017     

Jean-Pierre Drège



The fruit of several decades of research, this book – a treasure in itself –is currently 
the most comprehensive reference work on the currencies of ancient China, from their 
origins to the Late Empire (1911). Mobilizing a wide variety of sources, the author leads 
readers on a multi-century monetary adventure and, in so doing, maps out a thrilling 
general history of China. 

François Thierry who is aggregate from University, is the Honorary General Curator 
of the Département des Monnaies, médailles et antiques (Coins, Medals and Antiques 
Department) of Bibliothèque Nationale de France (BNF) and the recipient of the 2006 
Medal of the Royal Numismatic Society.

Currencies of Ancient China from Their Origins to 
the Late Empire

> History
   
688 pages
May 2017     

François Thierry
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The first two Chinese empires, the Qin (221-207 BC) and the Han (206 BC-AD 220) 
dynasties, forged a political system, social structures, an economic organization and 
cultural foundations endowed with stupefying longevity. The unification imposed by 
these dynasties, as well as the territorial expansion, and subsequent intermingling of 
populations, marked those four centuries as a pivotal era. Through the work of renowned 
specialists, this book provides a remarkable overview of the history and civilization of 
this fundamental period, the study of which has greatly benefited from the plethora of 
archaeological discoveries made in recent decades.

Marianne Bujard is Director of Graduate Studies at École Pratique des Hautes Etudes, 
5th section. Her research deals with the religion of ancient China, and the temples and 
stelae of Peking.
Michèle Pirazzoli-t’Serstevens is Director of Graduate Studies at École pratique des 
hautes études. Her research focuses on the history of Chinese art, art and archaeology 
of the Han Era, and Giuseppe Castiglione. 
Damien Chaussende, a sinologist and CNRS researcher, is a member of Centre de 
Recherche sur les Civilisations de l’Asie Orientale (UMR 8155). The focus of his research 
is the history and historiography of Classical China.

The Qin and Han Dynasties: General History of 
China (221 BC-AD 220)

> History
   
544 pages
February 2017     

Marianne Bujard & 
Michèle Pirazzoli-t’Sersteven

This is the first volume of the General History of 
China.
9 more volumes to be published.

Directed by Damien Chaussende



General History of China
A series coordinated  by Damien Chaussende

The series will consist of the following ten volumes:

1. The Pre-Imperial Antiquity, by Jean Levi and Alain Thote 
2. The Qin and Han Dynasties: General History of China (221 BC-AD 220), by Marianne 
Bujard and Michèle Pirazzoli (published)
3. The High Middle Age (IIIrd-VIIth century), by Pablo Blitstein
4. The Tang Dynasty (618-907), by Pénélope Riboud 
5. The Song Dynasty (960-1279), by Christian Lamouroux
6. The Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties (1279-1368), by Pierre Marsone
7. The Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), by Jérôme Kerlouégan
8. The Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), by Luca Gabbiani
9. The Republic of China (1912-1949), by Xavier Paulès (EHESS)
10. The Popular Republic of China (1949-), by Gilles Guiheu (April 2018)

Purpose of the project
The goal is to provide a series of historic summaries of superior scientific quality which, while encom-
passing the latest research findings, would be accessible to students and a cultured public unfamiliar with 
Chinese civilisation, in the writing style of Anne Cheng’s L’Histoire de la pensée chinoise (Seuil, 1997), 
which remains a consummate model.
These, then, are not scholarly works, but general works on a given period. The authors may treat the 
period entrusted to them as they see fit; however, they are subject to formal publishing constraints: the 
books must consist of two major sections: 
1. The first section must be devoted to historical events (political, military, etc.), and must comprise at 
least 1/3, and ideally 50%, of each volume.
2. The second must be composed of thematic chapters on institutions and social, cultural, and religious 
aspects, etc. The choice of subject for these chapters is left to the authors’ discretion.

How this series compares to existing works currently available
At present, there is only one serious and somewhat substantial summary in French on the history of 
China: Le monde chinois by Jacques Gernet. Though considered a reference work in academic circles, it 
is not very detailed, since it is a single-volume work (3 volumes in pocketbook format). 
In English, The Cambridge History of China series, which currently includes 13 volumes is the obvious 
reference work, but it is written for specialists and its price is prohibitive for individuals, with each volume 
costing over one hundred euros.
Another series, overseen by Timothy Brook at Harvard University Press and entitled History of Imperial 
China, focuses, as its name indicates, on Imperial China. Consisting of six volumes, it deals with neither 
Ancient pre-imperial China (before 221 BC), nor 20th-century China. Apparently, it has been translated 
into Chinese. Moreover, the editors requested that the authors approach each volume in a strictly thema-
tic way, which does not make it easy for non-specialists to understand the milestones of Chinese history.  
Our series will be much better in every respect!
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Technical considerations
Each volume will contain from 350 to 500 pages, or 650,000 to 900,000 characters.

Although notes have been allowed, they will be neither very long, nor particularly scholarly. They will be 
devoted mainly to the bibliographic references introduced throughout the works, in a style similar to that 
Anne Cheng’s L’Histoire de la pensée chinoise. The notes will appear at the bottom of the pages.

Illustrations will be black-and-white in the body of the text and possibly in colour in an insert. Certain vo-
lumes (like the one already published on the Qin and Han dynasties) will be in colour throughout the text.

The books will include:
1. a chronology of the period; 
2. a list of the rulers (with the dates of their reign, names, etc.);
3. a copious index (names of individuals, works, key words, etc.);
4. maps. 

The books will present the Chinese characters of the proper names in the index, and some in the body of 
the text. That will be extremely useful for the ever-growing number of students of Chinese.

Biography of Authors of  Histoire générale de la Chine 

MARIANNE BUJARD is Director of Graduate Studies at École Pratique des Hautes Etudes, 5th section. 
Her research deals with the religion of ancient China, and the temples and stelae of Peking.

DAMIEN CHAUSSENDE, a sinologist and CNRS researcher, is a member of Centre de Recherche sur les 
Civilisations de l’Asie Orientale (UMR 8155). The focus of his research is the history and historiography 
of Classical China.

PABLO BLITSTEIN a senior lecturer at EHESS, is an expert on the history and literature of Classical 
China, as well as on the 19th-century reform movement. He has authored, with Les Belles Lettres, Les 
Fleurs du royaume : Savoirs lettrés et pouvoir impérial en Chine, Ve-VIe siècle (2015).

LUCA GABBIANI is a senior lecturer at École française d’Extrême-Orient and an associate researcher at 
Centre d’études sur la Chine moderne et contemporaine (EHESS). His research deals with the evolution 
of government institutions in China between the late imperial era and the first decades of the Republican 
era. He is the author of Pékin à l’ombre du Mandat céleste : vie quotidienne et gouvernement urbain sous la 
dynastie Qing (1644–1911) (2011).

GILLES GUIHEUX is a socio-historian of contemporary China and a professor at Université Paris Dide-
rot-Paris-7 (Langues et Civilisations de l’Asie Orientale). He has authored Les grands entrepreneurs privés 
à Taiwan, la main visible de la prospérité (2002). 
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JEROME KERLOUEGAN, an expert in the social, political and cultural history of the Ming, is currently 
preparing his thesis on Princely Crime for Oxford University. 
 
CHRISTIAN LAMOUROUX is a Director of Studies at EHESS. His research focuses on the history of 
the formation of Chinese bureaucracy and the bureaucratic state between the 10th and the 13th century 
(Song Dynasty, 960–1279), and on the organisation of village communities through water management. 
He has published Fiscalité, comptes publics et politiques financières dans la Chine des Song - le chapitre 179 
du Songshi (2003).

JEAN LEVI is a Research Director at CNRS. His work deals with the intellectual history of Ancient 
China. He has authored numerous works and translations of ancient Chinese texts, the most recent being 
Réflexions chinoises : lettrés, stratèges et excentriques de Chine (2011) and Écrits de maître Wen : livre de la 
pénétration du mystère (2012).

PIERRE MARSONE, who holds an agrégation in Chinese, is a Director of Studies at EPHE (IVth sec-
tion). His research concerns the Quanzhen School of Taoism, and the history of the Liao, Jin and Yuan 
dynasties. He is the author of La Steppe et l’Empire : la formation de la dynastie Khitan (Liao) (2011) and 
Wang Chongyang et la fondation du Quanzhen : ascètes taoïstes et alchimie intérieure (2010).
 
XAVIER PAULES is a senior lecturer at EHESS (Centre d’études sur la Chine moderne et contempo-
raine). His research deals with the urban history of contemporary China, the history of opium, and the 
history of gambling. He has penned Histoire d’une drogue en sursis. L’opium à Canton, 1906-1936 (2010) 
and L’opium. Une passion chinoise (2011).

MICHELE PIRAZZOLI is a Director of Studies at EPHE (IVth section). Her primary areas of study are 
the History of Art in China, Art and Archaeology of the Han Era, and Italian painter Giuseppe Casti-
glione (1688–1766). She has published La Chine des Han (1982) and Giuseppe Castiglione (1688–1766). 
Peintre et architecte à la cour de Chine (2007).
 
PÉNÉLOPE RIBOUD is a senior lecturer on the history of China at INALCO. Her main areas of research 
are the history of the Tang and the history of religions. She has co-authored, with Jacques Giès, Montagnes 
célestes, trésors des musées de Chine (2004), and with Catherine Delacour, Lit de pierre, sommeil barbare 
(2004).

ALAIN THOTE is a Director of Studies at EPHE (IVth section) and Director of Institut des Hautes Études 
chinoises at Collège de France. His research deals with the art and archaeology of pre-imperial China.
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This book unveils the richness of Syriac literature. It explores the fashions and the 
routes of diffusion of this Christianity both Mesopotamian and Aramaic, anchored in 
Greek culture. Largely ignored by non-specialists, this form of Aramaic of North Mesopo-
tamia written down at Édesse or Urhoy (nowadays Urfa in South-East Turkey) is become 
the religious and cultural language of all Aramaic-speaking Christians until today.

Françoise Briquel Chatonnet, graduate from École Normale Supérieure, Doctor in 
History and director of Studies at CNRS
Muriel Debié, graduate from École Normale Supérieure, director of Studies at Ecole 
pratique des hautes études (EPHE-PSL) where she holds the chair «Eastern Christianity». 
She is interested in writing history and the construction of memory in Late Antiquity, to 
the transmission of texts from manuscripts, multilingualism in the Middle East and the 
cultural and religious history of the «non-imperial» communities.

History of the Syriac-speaking East Christians

The Syriac World

> History
   
340 pages
September 2017     

Françoise Briquel Chatonnet & 
Muriel Debié
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Ancient Mesopotamia has been the object of riveting discoveries since the 19th century. 
The cradle of our civilization, it witnessed the birth of writing in the late 4th millennium 
BC. The hundreds of thousands of texts that have been passed down to us from these 
remote times, combined with archaeological evidence, have revealed to us an enchanted 
world in which – to some degree – all is sacred. Every human activity involves a god’s 
intervention.
In this context, temples devoted to divinities hold some surprises for us. Far from being 
just places of worship, they were settings for activities of daily life: the temples of 
Shamash, the God of Justice, functioned as courts; those of Gula, the Goddess of Health, 
as spas; those of Nabu, the God of Writing, as libraries; and those of Ishtar, the Goddess 
of Love, as houses of pleasure. 

Dominique Charpin is a professor at Collège de France. After serving as a field epigra-
phist in Mari (Syria) and Larsa (Iraq), since 2015 he has been working with the American 
mission now in charge of the Ur excavations. His published works include Hammu-rabi 
de Babylone (2003) and Lire et écrire à Babylone (2008). He is the co-editor of the Royal 
Archives of Mari, Director of Revue d’assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale, and web-
master of www.archibab.fr.

The Little-Known Life of Mesopotamian Temples

> History
   
256 pages
April 2017     

Dominique Charpin
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In rereading the texts more critically, we make the acquaintance of a man who, from 
childhood, had to confront the perils of a difficult life before facing many inexorable 
obligations both as a military general and as Augustus’ son-in-law and successor. We thus 
observe differences between the assessments of the eye witnesses of his era and the 
“historians” who judged him three-quarters of a century after his death. Th. Mommsen 
considered him “the most capable of Roman emperors,” and ranked him as one of the 
“best.” 
With Augustus, the imperial power assumed a complex form. Tiberius exercised it 
unambiguously and, as it were, laid the groundwork for a long and prestigious posterity.
 

Robert Turcan a graduate of Ecole Normale Supérieure, is a former member of Ecole 
française de Rome, Professor Emeritus (Paris IV), and a member of Institut français 
(Académie des Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres).  He has focused his research on Roman 
art, sarcophagi, Dionysism, and eastern cults of the Roman world.  

Tiberius

> History
   
352 pages
May 2017     

Robert Turcan
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“The most finished historical portrait in Tacitus is 
that of Tiberius,”  wrote Chateaubriand. 
“There is scarcely reason for Livia’s son to 
resemble the Tiberius of Tacitus. That is, 
nonetheless, the way that all of us see him,” 
Rousseau nonetheless warns us.



Apicius lived under the reign of Tiberius of which he was the official cook.
His De re coquinaria includes more than 500 recipes.
He became known for his culinary extravagances by inventing dishes such as the camel 
heel.
Culinary Arts is a precious historical testimony both on the tastes of the time and on the 
techniques of conservation of food.

The book is decorated with color details, designed by the talented Scott Pennor’s. The 
boards offer an appetizing glimpse of the splendor of the Roman banquets, as well as the 
atmosphere that prevailed there.

Culinary Arts was first published in 1974 in our very known «Collection des Universités 
de France».

Culinary Arts

> Ancient Text
   
180 pages
October 2017     

Marcus Gavius Apicius 
(25 BC-AD 37)
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In 415, Rutilius Namatianus left his beloved Rome on a sea voyage to return to his native 
land, in all likelihood Gallia Narbonensis. What ensued was a poetic journey, brimming, 
between each stop, with nostalgia for his eternal homeland, panegyrics in honour of 
relatives or friends, invectives against those who would threaten the Empire’s perpetuity, 
and didactic digressions.

The poem nonetheless has retained a highly elegant writing style, thanks to the linea-
rity of the course, this iter which led the Gallic senior official to follow in the wake of an 
ovidian elegy. Thus, the first-person narrative account of Namatianus’ navigation takes 
on the written spontaneity and vitality of a travel journal, while transforming it into “a 
reality experienced as a work of art” (Introduction, XXII), notably by his mastery of the 
elegiac couplet.

His great distance from home stirs moving echoes between the imaginary and real lands-
capes he traverses: Rome appears radiant and timeless, in contrast to the abandoned 
cities encountered on his course. His stopovers reveal shores which occasionally seem 
welcoming because of their high mountains and pure thermae, but, at other times, are 
shrouded in darkness and vices. A stirring portrait of the coast emerges from Namatia-
nus’ descriptions. From Spezia to the port of Augusta, the author invites readers to come 
aboard as judges and travel companions, citizens and poets.

A Voyage Home to Gaul

> History
   
XXXII + 72 pages
May 2017     

Rutilius Namatianus



“Is it not inevitable that in such a state the spirit of liberty should go to all lengths? That a 
father should become accustomed to seeing his son as his equal and to fear his children? 
Or for the son to be his father’s equal and to neither respect nor fear his parents, because 
he wants to be free?”
No, it was not a present-day writer who penned these words – it was Plato. Perhaps 
Greek children were not so very different from our own. 
After turning her attention to Greek citizens, and then to Greek women, the moment 
was right for the author to spotlight Greek children. In this volume, readers will not only 
discover what the latter’s lives were like from birth to adulthood, but also the obstacle 
course faced by mothers-to-be and the moral dilemma of fathers; and, in passing, we 
will revisit some ideas that we thought we knew about, such as education and pederasty. 

Danielle Jouanna has devoted her entire life to ancient Greek. She taught in Strasbourg 
and in Versailles preparatory classes (khâgne and hypokhâgne, Second year of a prepa-
ratory arts section of the École Normale Supérieure). The author of numerous scholastic 
and academic textbooks, she has also published such notable works as Aspasie de Milet, 
égérie de Périclès (Paris, Fayard, 2005 – which won the French Academy’s 2006 Diane 
Potier-Boès Prize), and L’Europe est née en Grèce (Paris, L’Harmattan, 2009).

Greek Children in the Time of Pericles

> History
   
288 pages
April 2017     

Danielle Jouanna
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This work explains why most people mistakenly believe that they know what Judaism 
and the Jewish experience are all about. The author broaches these subjects on the 
basis of their core foundation—Jewish law—and specifies how the latter gives rise to a 
collective experience characterised by its observance and its study.
On this premises, the book provides a glimpse into the role and importance in our history 
of the Nazi Holocaust, while also shedding light on the nature and function of the State 
of Israel.
Jean-Michel Salanskis gives readers a sense of what matters most from the Jewish 
perspective: memory, the tangible, and humanity.
 
Jean-Michel Salanskis a Professor of Philosophy at Université Paris Nanterre, has 
worked in the fields of the Philosophy of Mathematics, Phenomenology, and Contempo-
rary Philosophy, as well as on Levinas and the Jewish tradition. He has penned 26 indivi-
dual books and 150 articles, and has edited or co-edited 10 collective works.

The Reality of Judaism

> History
   
155 pages
September 2017     

Jean-Michel Salanskis

This book makes it possible for a broad readership 
to better understand Judaism.
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If he shares with the lion or the eagle the position of emblematic figure almost universal,  
the deer has an almost unique feature which is to serve as a courier. Great communi-
cant, the deer is a familiar of the celestial spheres of which it ensures the link, in both 
directions. It also has access to the underground world, present in Celtic legends as in 
Siberian shamanism: its woods draw the card of access to the invisible world. Thus, by its 
woods that grow (born) and fall (die) every year, he incarnates spiritual death followed 
by a rebirth.
This book shows that the deer occupies a notable place in the Christian and Sufi hagio-
graphies.

Thierry Zarcone works in CNRS as a researcher. His research focuses on intellectual 
and religious history in the Turkish and Iranian worlds. He is also a consultant to the 
l’Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, an organism of OCDE.
Jean-Pierre Laurant is a Historian. Specialist of René Guénon and christian esoterism 
on XIXth and XXth centuries in France 

The Deer. A Muslim and Christian Symbolic

> History
   
350 pages
November 2017     

Thierry Zarcone & 
Jean-Pierre Laurant

An unprecedented history and anthropology of the 
deer in Judaeo-Christian and Muslim traditions



We embrace a capitalism of digital gigantism – often blindly, but always with some 
embarrassment.
The words and expressions we use reveal a lot about the violence of our relationship 
with digital prosperity: «creative destruction,” «disruption,» «digital Darwinism,» 
«uberization,» «big data,» «monetisation,» «the winner takes all,» etc.
Ultimately, what a strange metallurgy it is which favours the bronze of hastily patched 
together neologisms over the gold of words. And what if we were to wisely meditate on 
our relationship with the digitised world?

Our guide, Éric Briys, invites us to take a free and instructive stroll with a historian, to 
skip school armed with a pocketknife, to head back to the library, to learn how to peel a 
banana, to cross the Cape of Good Hope, to write twitterature, to converse with robots, 
to take the pulse of the middle class, to no longer mistake bronze for gold, and – at last 
– to take action.
 
Éric Briys is an Internet entrepreneur who, in 2001, co-founded www.cyberlibris.com, 
a pioneer digital library business. He is a graduate of the University of Geneva (PhD), 
the Stockholm School of Economics (ITP), and HEC. Before launching into his Cyberlibris 
venture, he was an investment banker and a finance and economics professor.

Of Gold and Bronze. Think, Click, Take Action

> Essay
   
272 pages
January 2017     

Éric Briys

«Don’t risk not reading Éric Briys» 
- Nassim Nicholas Taleb

20
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Yves Bonnefoy has maintained an abundant correspondence, he had carefully kept and 
classified the letters he received which has resulted in a large number of exchanges.
Many letters of Yves Bonnefoy have been found, in French libraries in France or abroad 
(many of his friends being writers, they have deposited their archives in institutions) 
or at their recipients such as: André Breton, Pierre Jean Jouve, Gaston Bachelard, Paul 
Celan, Salah Stétie, Pierre Boulez, Michel Butor, Armel Guerne, Octavio Paz, René Char
It was also the period when Yves Bonnefoy began teaching in the United States then the 
letters contain descriptions of the cities or campuses he discovered, and the friendships 
he made there.

Editorial coordination:

Odile Bombarde and Patrick Labarthe

Complete Correspondence I

> Correspondence
   
550 pages
October 2017     

Yves Bonnefoy

This first volume presents the Yves Bonnefoy 
correspondence (annotated) from the moment 
he moved away from surrealism in the fifties 
until the period of the publication of L’Arrière-Pays 
(1972)



In this book, Clément Rosset talks openly with Santiago Espinosa on various subjects. In 
a first part, consisting of five discussions, Rosset relates, with humour, the three events 
in his life which had the greatest impact on him and led him to pursue philosophical 
inquiry. This involved talking about his childhood, his love of music and literature, his 
years as a student at École normale supérieure, and later at Université de Nice. He recalls 
his favourite authors, his relations with the Académie and with philosophers who were his 
contemporaries, and whom, on occasion, he befriended (Cioran, Deleuze, Jankélévitch, 
Descombes).
In a second part, in view of a number of misinterpretations made by commentators 
about the author, two discussions strive to clarify and expand upon the concept at the 
heart of his philosophy: the double and the real.
This, then, is both a biographical book in which Rosset talks about himself, and a basic 
work in which readers will discover either a conceptual supplement to books they have 
already read, or an introduction and invitation to read them.
 
Clément Rosset taught Philosophy from 1967 to 1998 at Faculté de Nice. His main 
works include: La Force majeure (Éditions de minuit, 1983) and Le Réel et son double, 
essai sur l’illusion (Gallimard, 1976). His most recently published book is Faits divers 
(PUF, 2013). 
Santiago Espinosa whose PhD is in Philosophy, is also a translator. The focus of his 
research is the relationship between music, literature and philosophy. He has published, 
with Encre Marine, Voir et entendre, critique de la perception imaginative (2016), pre-
faced by Clément Rosset.

A Biographical Outline: A Discussion between 
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A spontaneous discussion between Clément 
Rosset and Santiago Espinosa presented in the 
form of a biographical book as an introduction 
to Clément Rosset’s work, revolving around a 
philosophy based on the approval of the real. 

Clément Rosset & 
Santiago Espinosa
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This third volume extends the critique of expressivity to the concept of appearance, art 
in general, politics and philosophy.
The book begins with a prologue in which the author shows that the search—stemming 
from the Judaeo-Christian hermeneutic tradition—for a hidden and mysterious meaning 
of reality conflicts with the Greek view, according to which reality in itself already 
constitutes its own meaning. That is what the term “appearance” refers to.
The first chapter raises the issue of critique of expressivity in art, taken as a means of 
communication as much as a dissimulation of meaning.
The second chapter is a critique of politics and morality derived from the expressionist 
perspective. 
The last chapter delves into the philosophical forms which seem to be anchored in the 
concept of expression, and contrasts each form with an outline of the philosophy of 
appearances. 
 
Santiago Espinosa whose PhD is in Philosophy, is also a translator. The focus of his 
research is the relationship between music, literature and philosophy.  
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This third volume concludes the in-depth 
exploration begun in L’Inexpressif musical and 
expanded in Voir et entendre, on the concept of 
expression in art.



24

When each New Year approaches, we all indulge in the endless and impersonal ceremonial 
of well-wishing (the sacrosanct “health-happiness-success” triad), onto which we graft a 
depressing string of “no more’s”—resolutions that vanish a few days later. Supplementing 
those are the rituals and folklores which—throughout the world and in all human 
cultures—echo the same sentiments. Everyone takes part in this dizzying pattern time 
and time again with an uneven enthusiasm which wanes over the years. What if, the next 
time we open January’s door—which will remain closed for still another year—it became 
urgent and vital for us to shift our attention from the universal countdown, with its 
sparkly greeting cards and true-false resolutions, to finally meet ourselves face-to-face? 
Such is the philosophical invitation which this book sends to all those whose heartfelt 
wish is not to indefinitely let yet another occasion pass them by to become whomever 
they want to be.
 
Stéphane Floccari an Associate Professor of Philosophy, teaches at Lycée Marcelin 
Berthelot in Saint-Maur-des-Fossés, Val-de-Marne. He is preparing a doctoral thesis on 
“Nietzsche et le problème de l’existence (Genèse et structure du ‘gai savoir’),” under the 
direction of Emmanuel Cattin, at Université Paris IV-Sorbonne.  
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At the core of mankind’s political life there lies a treasure, now lost. Eighteenth-century 
revolutionaries could still name it. In America, they called it “public happiness”; in France 
during the Enlightenment, its name was “civil liberty.” Under certain rare and precarious 
circumstances, this ageless treasure resurfaces in political action undertaken by a group 
when, as a result, a public space is created in which liberty can thrive. A bond then forms 
which unfurls a shared world between all people. This is the public good.
In evoking this lost treasure, philosopher Hannah Arendt invites us to rediscover, devoid 
of any pragmatism or moralism, the original meaning of the political action which 
perceives the world as its condition, as well as its end. The world can be shared only to 
the extent that actions are political, and such actions are truly political only insofar that 
their aim is a shared world. Every policy must be viewed in terms of the world that it is 
likely to establish. Yet don’t modern politics condemn us to world alienation? Could the 
treasure be definitively lost to us?
 
Étienne Tassin whose PhD is in Philosophy, teaches at Université Paris IX-Dauphine, 
as well as at École normale supérieure de Cachan. He has co-directed numerous works.
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Philosopher Hannah Arendt invites us to 
rediscover, devoid of any pragmatism or 
moralism, the original meaning of the political 
action which perceives the world as its condition, 
as well as its end.

Étienne Tassin
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“I was friends with Fritz Lang for many years. I watched and rewatched most of his films. 
The text which follows in not intended for a readership of cinephiles. The often stormy 
encounters that I had with Fritz Lang are related here exactly as they occurred.
“The not-always-evident ties between Fritz Lang and the characters in his films are part 
of my personal interpretation. The numerous critiques of his work which I got to read 
overlap here and there, yet differ on numerous points. None of them convey the absolute 
truth.
“I left aside those critics who, upon seeing certain films again, reconsidered their 
first impressions. Their enthusiasm evaporated. A few of them view the film-maker’s 
American work as the second-best product of a forced exile. The few propositions that I 
make about the two ‘Tigers’ reflect only my opinion and may just as easily be rejected. 
The letters that Fritz Lang sent to me, presented at the end of the volume, speak so 
eloquently that I need not comment on them. Lastly, let us acknowledge that this man 
never compromised in terms of what he wanted to express, and this was true more often 
than people know, even with ridiculously low budgets. He managed to make the most 
of them, while remaining true to himself. It was at once his strength and his weakness.”
 
Alfred Eibel was born in Vienna in 1932. Faced with the Hitlerian threat, he sought 
refuge in Brussels with his entire family. He founded the “Alfred Eibel” publishing house 
in 1974, in Lausanne, where he published works by Jean-Pierre Martinet, Léo Malet, 
Georges Perros, Fernando Pessoa, Kenneth White and Yves Martin. A few years later, 
however, he decided to join French publisher Flammarion, where he now directs the 
collection “Aspects de l’Asie.” Alfred Eibel works with numerous newspapers, magazines 
and journals as a literary critic. He is also an avid cinephile and a friend of Fritz Lang. In 
1966, he stayed at the latter’s home in Beverly Hills, and meets with him in the course 
of his film-making trips between Paris, Germany and the United States.
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An intimate account of the author’s friendship 
with film-maker Fritz Lang, supported by excerpts 
from their correspondence at the end of the book. 
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The compost for Édith de la Héronnière’s literary work is the practice of a major art form: 
that of “wandering.” When wandering, we are less likely to get lost than to encounter 
something. And when one is in Sicily, it is the gardens that emerge, mind-boggling in 
their aspects and colours, in the very middle of paths bathed in staggering heat.
In this book, Édith de la Héronnière leads us into the midst of mythical Sicilian gardens, 
rooted in a far-away history with oriental scents. These oases, so rich in floral species, 
colours and aromas, often hint of something slightly mad, just like the Donnafugata 
labyrinth, in which one can get forever lost.
What all of these gardens undoubtedly share is a creative exuberance. Behind the fences, 
nature has not only allowed botanical ingenuity to bloom—it has also produced poetic 
and literary genius. For we are on the lands of Lampedusa or of Lucio Piccolo, following 
in the footsteps of Goethe or Dumas. Under the giant ficus trees, petrified with sunlight, 
stretches the shadow of death with which the Sicilians have very slowly, note by note, 
composed a sort of “hymn to silence” thus putting their singular wisdom to song. 

Édith de la Héronnière is a French writer. In tandem with her editorial activities, she 
frequently travels to Italy (to Rome, and to Sicily in particular). Each of her travels pro-
vides her with material for her writing. Local inhabitants of the sites which she visits or 
lives in give her access to their gardens, which she describes in some of her books. Most 
of her books have been translated into Italian.
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Édith de la Héronnière leads us into the midst of 
mythical Sicilian gardens, rooted in a far-away 
history with oriental scents.
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During the 1960s, and until the late 1970s many artists around the world are questioning 
a question that has become central to them: is painting still possible?
Through ten chapters, this book explains the different answers given by the artists.

Éric de Chassey art historian, specialist of XIXth and XXth centuries and Professor in 
University, has focused his research on Matisse and many contemporary artists to which 
he has devoted exhibitions and numerous works. Last book published: L’Abstraction avec 
ou sans raisons (Gallimard, 2017).
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The analysis of a key moment in the history of 
contemporary art.
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